English at St Vincent’s Catholic Primary School

At St Vincent’s, we believe that English is the foundation for learning across the curriculum.

Our aim is to develop articulate, thoughtful, and creative learners who can express themselves confidently in
speech and writing.
Through The Literacy Tree, pupils encounter rich, diverse texts that inspire curiosity, empathy, and
imagination, helping them to see the power of language in shaping understanding and connection.

We place a strong emphasis on reading for pleasure and on equipping pupils with the vocabulary, grammar,
and comprehension skills needed to become lifelong readers and effective communicators.

Writing is taught through meaningful contexts that encourage children to write for purpose and audience,
while poetry weaves through our curriculum to build rhythm, performance, and a love of language.

By the time pupils leave St Vincent’s, they are confident, reflective, and enthusiastic learners — ready to
engage with the wider world as fluent readers, capable writers, and expressive speakers who value the beauty
and power of words.

English Progression Map (EYFS-Year 6)

Year
Group

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Core Texts (Literacy
Tree)

The Everywhere
Bear, The Bog Baby,
Naughty Bus, Lost
and Found

Troll Swap, The Lion
Inside, Ruby’s Worry,
Meerkat Mail

The Dragon
Machine, The Secret
Sky Garden, The Owl
Who Was Afraid of
the Dark

Oliver and the
Seawigs, The Iron
Man, The Tin Forest

Arthur and the
Golden Rope, The
Firework-Maker’s
Daughter, The Wild
Robot

Writing Outcomes

Early mark-making,
sequencing familiar
stories, simple
sentences using
phonics knowledge.

Character descriptions,
simple narratives,
recounts, and letters.

Diary entries,
persuasive writing,
short stories, and
poetry.

Adventure stories,
reports, letters, and
explanation texts.

Myths, persuasive
speeches, formal
letters, and newspaper
reports.

Poetry Focus

Exploring rhythm and
rhyme through
nursery rhymes and
repetitive verse.

Patterned poems
using repetition and
descriptive language.

Poems that use
imagery and
alliteration to
describe feelings or
settings.

Performing poems
with rhythm and
structure; creating
shape poetry.

Creating narrative
poems and poems
from different
perspectives.

Key Skills and Knowledge

Secure letter formation, oral
storytelling, sequencing ideas,
developing early vocabulary and
comprehension.

Use capital letters, finger
spaces, and full stops; retell and
innovate stories; expand
vocabulary through reading
aloud.

Develop use of adjectives,
expanded noun phrases,
conjunctions, and editing for
punctuation and sense.

Paragraph organisation,
powerful verbs and adjectives,
adverbs of time, and fronted
adverbials.

Use dialogue effectively,
organise paragraphs around
themes, and build cohesion
between sentences.
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Develop setting and character

The Journey, The Balanced arguments,  Exploring imagery and .
i , . , . through varied sentence
Explorer, There’sa  flashback narratives, figurative language in
Year 5 . L, . L N . structures; use modal verbs and
Boy in the Girls journalistic writing, and narrative and free- i ) .
) relative clauses; refine editing
Bathroom character studies. verse poetry. .
and redrafting.
Manipulate sentence structure
. Narratives with dual Poetry for .
The Arrival, The Lost i . . ¥ for effect, sustain tone and
j perspectives, discursive performance, i ) i
Year 6 Thing, Holes, . ) viewpoint, use precise
essays, speeches, and including free verse . .
Wonder i . vocabulary, and edit for impact
poetry anthologies. and narrative poetry.

and accuracy.



