
English Curriculum 

 Year 4 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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* Selection from: 
Deep Sea Creatures 

Mountains 
Rivers 

Stories with a past 
The Ocean Depths 

The Stone Age 

Battles 
Famous Artists 

Festivals  
Spain 

The River Nile 
The USA 

British Inventions 
Female Scientists 

Modern Myths 
Sports People 

The Andes 
World Religions 

Bees 
Famous Authors 

India 
States of Matter 

The Human Body 
The Vikings 

Africa 
Ancient Civilisations 
History of Literature 
Singers and Bands 

The Maya 
The Romans 

 

Ancient Greece 
Iceland 

Madagascar 
The Anglo-Saxons 
The Mediterranean 
The Solar System 
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Tar Beach 
By Faith Ringgold 

Until I Met Dudley 
By Roger McGough 

and Chris Riddell 

The Selfish Giant 
By Oscar Wilde 

The Baker by the Sea 
By Paula White  

 

Westlandia 
By Paul Fleischman 

Granny Came Here on 
the Empire Windrush 
By Patrice Lawrence 

Main outcome: 
Retelling as a play script 

Writing Opportunities: 
Poetry, setting 

descriptions, formal 
letters, dialogue 

Main outcome: 
Two explanation texts 
Writing Opportunities: 

Letters, short explanatory 
paragraphs 

Main outcome: 
Own version narratives 
Writing Opportunities: 
Letters, first person 

recounts, diaries, letters, 
posters, reports 

Main outcome: 
Tourist brochures  

Writing Opportunities: 
Job applications, 

advertisements, setting 
descriptions, letters in role 

Main outcome: 
Non-chronological 

reports  
Writing Opportunities: 
Retellings, character 
descriptions, book 

reviews 

Main outcome: 
Factual reports  

Writing Opportunities: 
Informal letters, 

statements, aspirations, 
postcards, diary, a 
speech, quotations 

Varmints 
By Helen Ward 

The Iron Man 
By Ted Hughes 

 

The Crown 
By Emily Kapff 

Shackleton’s Journey 
By William Grill 

The Story of 
Tutankhamun 

By Patricia Cleveland-
Peck 

Jabberwocky 
By Lewis Carroll 

Main outcome: 
Explanations of a life 

cycle  
Writing Opportunities: 

Diary entries, instructions, 
letters, descriptions, 

speeches 

Main outcome: 
Mystery narratives  

Writing Opportunities: 
Character descriptions, 
news bulletins, letters of 

advice, diary entries, 
menus, logbook entries 

Main outcome: 
Information text  

Writing Opportunities: 
Descriptive labels, diary 
entry in role, descriptive 

poems, 'good news' 
posters 

Main outcome: 
Newspaper Report 

Writing Opportunities: 
Packing lists, letters, 
setting descriptions, 
interviews, diaries, 

dialogue 

Main outcome: 
Biographies  

Writing Opportunities: 
Reports, instructions, 

character descriptions, 
diaries, newspaper, 

posters 

Main outcome: 
Nonsense poems  

Writing Opportunities: 
Performance poetry, 

explanatory descriptions 

 

Free Verse Poetry 
Writing opportunities: 

Free verse poetry, brackets, asterisks, vocabulary, 
structure 

Haikus, Tankas, Cinquains 
Writing opportunities: 

Haikus, Tankas, Cinquains, similes, metaphors, 
personification, structure, noun phrases 

Simile and Metaphor 
Writing opportunities: 

Similes,  metaphors, structure, noun phrases, 
rhyming words 
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Use further prefixes and 
suffixes and understand how 
to add them (English 
Appendix 1) 
Place the possessive 
apostrophe accurately in 
words with regular plurals 
[for example, girls’, boys’] 
and in words with irregular 
plurals [for example, 
children’s] 
Write from memory simple 
sentences, dictated by the 
teacher, that include words 
and punctuation taught so far 

Use further prefixes and 
suffixes and understand how 
to add them (English 
Appendix 1) 
Spell words that are often 
misspelt (English Appendix 
1) 
Place the possessive 
apostrophe accurately in 
words with regular plurals 
and in words with irregular 
plurals 
Use the first two or three 
letters of a word to check its 
spelling in a dictionary 

Use further prefixes and 
suffixes and understand how 
to add them (English 
Appendix 1) 
Spell words that are often 
misspelt (English Appendix 
1) 
Use the first two or three 
letters of a word to check its 
spelling in a dictionary 

Use further prefixes and 
suffixes and understand how 
to add them (English 
Appendix 1) 
Spell words that are often 
misspelt (English Appendix 
1) 
 

Use further prefixes and 
suffixes and understand 
how to add them (English 
Appendix 1) 
Use the first two or three 
letters of a word to check 
its spelling in a dictionary 

Use further prefixes and 
suffixes and understand how 
to add them (English 
Appendix 1) 
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Discussing writing similar to 
that which they are planning 
to write in order to 
understand and learn from 
its structure, vocabulary and 
grammar 
Composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally, 
progressively building a 
varied and rich vocabulary 
and an increasing range of 
sentence structures (English 
Appendix 2) 
Organising paragraphs 
around a theme 
In narratives, creating 
settings, characters and plot 
In non-narrative material, 
using simple organisational 
devices  
Assessing the effectiveness 
of their own and others’ 
writing and suggesting 
improvements 
Proposing changes to 
grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences 
Read aloud their own writing, 
to a group or the whole 
class, using appropriate 
intonation and controlling the 
tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear 

Discussing writing similar to 
that which they are planning 
to write in order to 
understand and learn from 
its structure, vocabulary and 
grammar 
Discussing and recording 
ideas 
Organising paragraphs 
around a theme 
In narratives, creating 
settings, characters and plot 
In non-narrative material, 
using simple organisational 
devices  
Assessing the effectiveness 
of their own and others’ 
writing and suggesting 
improvements 
Proposing changes to 
grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences 
Proof-read for spelling and 
punctuation errors 
Read aloud their own writing, 
to a group or the whole 
class, using appropriate 
intonation and controlling the 
tone and volume so that the 
 

Discussing writing similar to 
that which they are planning 
to write in order to 
understand and learn from 
its structure, vocabulary and 
grammar 
Discussing and recording 
ideas 
Composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally, building a 
rich vocabulary and a range 
of sentence structures 
(English Appendix 2) 
Organising paragraphs 
around a theme 
In narratives, creating 
settings, characters and plot 
In non-narrative material, 
using simple organisational 
devices  
Assessing the effectiveness 
of their own and others’ 
writing and suggesting 
improvements 
Proposing changes to 
grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences 
Proof-read for spelling and 
punctuation errors 
Read aloud their own writing, 
to a group or the whole 
class, so that the meaning is 
clear 

Discussing writing similar to 
that which they are planning 
to write in order to 
understand and learn from 
its structure, vocabulary and 
grammar 
Discussing and recording 
ideas 
Organising paragraphs 
around a theme 
In non-narrative material, 
using simple organisational 
devices  
Assessing the effectiveness 
of their own and others’ 
writing and suggesting 
improvements 
 

Discussing writing similar 
to that which they are 
planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from 
its structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 
Discussing and recording 
ideas 
Organising paragraphs 
around a theme 
In non-narrative material, 
using simple organisational 
devices  
Assessing the 
effectiveness of their own 
and others’ writing and 
suggesting improvements 
Proposing changes to 
grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, 
including the accurate use 
of pronouns in sentences 
Read aloud their own 
writing, to a group or the 
whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and 
controlling the tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear 

Discussing writing similar to 
that which they are planning 
to write in order to 
understand and learn from 
its structure, vocabulary and 
grammar 
Composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally, building a  
rich vocabulary and a range 
of sentence structures 
(English Appendix 2) 
Organising paragraphs 
around a theme 
In narratives, creating 
settings, characters and plot 
In non-narrative material, 
using simple organisational 
devices  
Assessing the effectiveness 
of their own and others’ 
writing and suggesting 
improvements 
Proposing changes to 
grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences 
Proof-read for spelling and 
punctuation errors 
Read aloud their own writing, 
to a group or the whole 
class, using appropriate 
intonation and controlling the 
tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear 
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Noun phrases expanded by 
the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases (e.g. the 
teacher expanded to: the 
strict maths teacher with 
curly hair) 
Fronted adverbials [for 
example, Later that day, I 
heard the bad news.] 
Use of paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a 
theme 
Appropriate choice of 
pronoun or noun within and 
across sentences to aid 
cohesion and avoid 
repetition 
Use of inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech 
Apostrophes to mark plural 
possession [for example, the 
girl’s name, the girls’ names] 
Use of commas after fronted 
adverbials 

The grammatical difference 
between plural and 
possessive –s 
Noun phrases expanded by 
the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases (e.g. the 
teacher expanded to: the 
strict maths teacher with 
curly hair) 
Fronted adverbials  
Use of paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a 
theme 
Appropriate choice of 
pronoun or noun within and 
across sentences to aid 
cohesion and avoid 
repetition 
Use of inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech 
Apostrophes to mark plural 
possession [for example, the 
girl’s name, the girls’ names] 
Use of commas after fronted 
adverbials 

Noun phrases expanded by 
the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases (e.g. the 
teacher expanded to: the 
strict maths teacher with 
curly hair) 
Fronted adverbials [for 
example, Later that day, I 
heard the bad news.] 
Use of paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a 
theme 
Appropriate choice of 
pronoun or noun within and 
across sentences to aid 
cohesion and avoid 
repetition 
Use of inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech 
Use of commas after fronted 
adverbials 

Noun phrases expanded by 
the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases (e.g. the 
teacher expanded to: the 
strict maths teacher with 
curly hair) 
Fronted adverbials [for 
example, Later that day, I 
heard the bad news.] 
Use of paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a 
theme 
Use of inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech 
Use of commas after fronted 
adverbials 

Noun phrases expanded 
by the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases (e.g. 
the teacher expanded to: 
the strict maths teacher 
with curly hair) 
Fronted adverbials [for 
example, Later that day, I 
heard the bad news.] 
Use of paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a 
theme 
Use of commas after 
fronted adverbials 

Standard English forms for 
verb inflections instead of 
local spoken forms [for 
example, we were instead of 
we was, or I did instead of I 
done] 
Noun phrases expanded by 
the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases (e.g. the 
teacher expanded to: the 
strict maths teacher with 
curly hair) 
Fronted adverbials [for 
example, Later that day, I 
heard the bad news.] 
Appropriate choice of 
pronoun or noun within and 
across sentences to aid 
cohesion and avoid 
repetition 
Use of inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech 
Apostrophes to mark plural 
possession  
Use of commas after fronted 
adverbials 
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Step 1: Words that are 
homophones  
Step 2: Words with the prefix 
’in-’ meaning ‘not’  
Step 3: Words with the 
prefixes ’il-’, ‘im-’ and ‘ir-’ 
Step 4: Words with the prefix 
’sub-’ meaning ‘below’ or 
‘further divided’  
Step 5: Words with the prefix 
’inter-’ meaning ‘between’ or 
‘among’ 
Step 6: Challenge Words  

Step 7: Words ending in ’-
ation’  
Step 8: Words ending in ’-
ation’  
Step 9: Words ending ’-ly’ 
Step 10: Words ending ’-lly’ 
Step 11: Words where ‘ch’ 
makes a /sh/ sound 
Step 12: Challenge Words  
 

Step 13: Words ending in ’-
sion’  
Step 14: Words ending in ’-
ous’  
Step 15: Words ending in ’-
ous’ incl. those where ‘ge’ 
from the base word remains  
Step 16: Words where a 
suffix is added to words 
ending in ‘y’  
Step 17: Words ending in ’-
ious’ and ‘eous’ 
Step 18: Challenge Words  

Step 19: Words where ‘au’ 
makes an /or/ sound  
Step 20: Words ending in ’-
tion’  
Step 21: Words ending in ’-
sion’  
Step 22: Words ending in ’-
cian’  
Step 23: Words that are 
adverbs of manner  
Step 24: Challenge Words  

Step 25: Words that are 
homophones  
Step 26: Words spelled 
with ‘c’ before ‘i’ and ‘e’ 
Step 27: Words containing 
‘sol’ and ‘real’  
Step 28: Words containing 
‘phon’ and ‘sign’  
Step 29: Words with the 
prefixes ’super-’, ‘anti-’ and 
‘auto’ 
Step 30: Words with the 
prefix ’bi-’ meaning ‘two’  

Step 31: Challenge Words 
Step 32: Words that are 
plurals with possessive 
apostrophes  
Step 33: Revision Words 
Step 34: Revision Words  
Step 35: Revision Words 
Step 36: Revision Words  
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Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
Reading books that are 
structured in different ways 
and reading for a range of 
purposes 

Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
Reading books that are 
structured in different ways 
and reading for a range of 
purposes 

Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
Increasing their familiarity 
with a wide range of books, 
including fairy stories, myths 
and legends, and retelling 
some of these orally 

Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
Using dictionaries to check 
the meaning of words that 
they have read 
Increasing their familiarity 
with a wide range of books, 

Listening to and discussing 
a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books or 
textbooks 
Reading books that are 
structured in different ways 
and reading for a range of 
purposes 

Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
Identifying themes and 
conventions in a wide range 
of books 
Preparing poems and play 
scripts to read aloud and to 



Using dictionaries to check 
the meaning of words that 
they have read 
Identifying themes and 
conventions in a wide range 
of books 
Discussing words and 
phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination 
Checking that the text makes 
sense to them, discussing 
their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of 
words in context 
Drawing inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 
Identifying main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph and summarising 
these 
Retrieve and record 
information from non-fiction 
Participate in discussion 
about both books that are 
read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, 
taking turns and listening to 
what others say 

Identifying themes and 
conventions in a wide range 
of books 
Discussing words and 
phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination 
Drawing inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 
Predicting what might 
happen from details stated 
and implied 
Identifying main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph and summarising 
these 
Identifying how language, 
structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning 
Participate in discussion 
about both books that are 
read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, 
taking turns and listening to 
what others say 

Preparing poems and play 
scripts to read aloud and to 
perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action 
Discussing words and 
phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination 
Recognising some different 
forms of poetry [for example, 
free verse, narrative poetry] 
Checking that the text makes 
sense to them, discussing 
their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of 
words in context 
Asking questions to improve 
their understanding of a text 
Drawing inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 
Predicting what might 
happen from details stated 
and implied 
Identifying main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph and summarising 
these 
Identifying how language, 
structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning 
Participate in discussion 
about both books that are 
read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, 
taking turns and listening to 
what others say 

including fairy stories, myths 
and legends, and retelling 
some of these orally 
Identifying themes and 
conventions in a wide range 
of books 
Preparing poems and play 
scripts to read aloud and to 
perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action 
Discussing words and 
phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination 
Checking that the text makes 
sense to them, discussing 
their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of 
words in context 
Asking questions to improve 
their understanding of a text 
Drawing inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 
Predicting what might 
happen from details stated 
and implied 
Identifying main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph and summarising 
these 
Retrieve and record 
information from non-fiction 
 

Using dictionaries to check 
the meaning of words that 
they have read 
Increasing their familiarity 
with a wide range of books, 
including fairy stories, 
myths and legends, and 
retelling some of orally 
Identifying themes and 
conventions in a wide 
range of books 
Discussing words and 
phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination 
Checking that the text 
makes sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding and 
explaining the meaning of 
words in context 
Asking questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a text 
Drawing inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences 
with evidence 
Predicting what might 
happen from details stated 
and implied 
Identifying main ideas 
drawn from more than one 
paragraph and 
summarising these 
Retrieve and record 
information from non-fiction 
Participate in discussion 
about books that are read 
to them and those they can 
read for themselves, taking 
turns and listening to what 
others say 

perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action 
Discussing words and 
phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination 
Recognising some different 
forms of poetry [for example, 
free verse, narrative poetry] 
Checking that the text makes 
sense to them, discussing 
their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of 
words in context 
Drawing inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 
Predicting what might 
happen from details stated 
and implied 
Identifying main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph and summarising 
these 
 

 


