
English Curriculum 

 Year 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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* Lost and Found  
By Oliver Jeffers 

Supertato  
By Sue Hendra 

Grandad’s Island  
By Benji Davis 
Rainbow Fish 

By Marcus Pfister  
Lights on Cotton Rock 

By David Litchfield  
The Night Pirates 
By Peter Harris 

The Squirrels Who 
Squabbled 

By Rachel Bright and Jim 
Field 

The Great Race 
By Christopher Corr 

Poppy and the Blooms 
By Fiona Woodcock  

Fairy Tale Pets  
By Tracey Corderoy and 

Jorge Martin 
The Artist  

By Ed Vere 
The Pencil 

By Allan Ahlberg and 
Bruce Ingham 

The Marvellous Moon 
Map 

By Teresa Heapy and 
David Litchfield 

The Light in the Night 
By Marie Voigt 

Animal Explorers – Lola 
the Plant Hunter 

By Sharon Rentta  
That Rabbit Belongs to 

Emily Brown 
By Cressida Cowell 
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Naughty Bus  
By Jan Oke 

I Want My Hat Back 
By Jon Klassen 

Beegu 
By Alexis Deacon 

Stanley’s Stick  
By John Hegley 

Lubna and Pebble 
By Wendy Meddour 

Iggy Peck, Architect  
By Andrea Beaty 

 
Main outcome: 

Own adventure stories 
Writing Opportunities: 

Letters, diaries, sequels, 
non-chronological reports 

Main outcome: 
Story sequels  

Writing Opportunities: 
Questions, speech 

bubbles, letters, lists 
 

Main outcome: 
Own version narratives  
Writing Opportunities: 

Descriptions, commands, 
letters, nonsense-word 
dictionary, poems, non-

fiction reports 

Main outcome: 
Own version narratives  
Writing Opportunities: 

Retellings, descriptions, 
speech bubble, thought 

bubble, postcard 

Main outcome: 
Own version gifting 

narratives  
Writing Opportunities: 

Labels, thank you notes, 
speech bubbles, advice 
postcards, instructions 

Main outcome: 
Fact files  

Writing Opportunities: 
Labels, character 

comparisons, character 
descriptions, building 
descriptions, posters 

Astro Girl 
By Ken Wilson-Max 

 

Billy and the Beast 
By Nadia Shireen 

 

Leo and the Octopus 
By Isabelle Marinov 

Dinosaurs and all that 
Rubbish 

By Michael Foreman 

Yeti and the Bird 
By Nadia Shireen 

 

The Magic Bed 
By John Burningham 

 
Main outcome: 

Fact files - astronauts  
Writing Opportunities: 

Writing in role, 
commands, ‘how to’ 

guides 

Main outcome: 
Own version narratives 
Writing Opportunities: 

Wanted posters, 
summaries, emails, 

character descriptions, 
recipes 

Main outcome: 
Fact file  

Writing Opportunities: 
Posters, letters of advice, 

factual descriptions, 
logbooks, scripts 

Main outcome: 
Pamphlets 

 Writing Opportunities: 
Letters, setting 

descriptions, instructions, 
narrative retellings, 
pamphlets, posters 

Main outcome: 
Own version narrative - 

unlikely friendships 
Writing Opportunities: 
List of rules, letters, 
postcards, character 

descriptions 

Main outcome: 
Own adventure stories 
Writing Opportunities: 
Setting descriptions, 
additional scenes, 

description of magical 
piece of furniture, lists 

 

Acrostic and List Poems 
Writing opportunities: 

Acrostic poems (animals), list poems, rhyming words, 
noun phrases 

Free Verse 
Writing opportunities: 

Free verse poetry, performance, personal experiences, 
theme of joy 

Riddles 
Writing opportunities: 

Riddles, rhyming words, selecting adjectives, 
sentence starters 

https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/astro-girl
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/billy-and-the-beast
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/leo-and-the-octopus
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/dinosaurs-and-all-that-rubbish
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/yeti-and-the-bird
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/the-magic-bed
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Apply simple spelling rules 
and guidance, as listed in 
English Appendix 1 
Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words 
using the GPCs and 
common exception words 
taught so far 
The days of the week and 
the letters of the alphabet in 
order 
Using letter names to 
distinguish between 
alternative spellings of the 
same sound 
 

Common exception words 
Using the spelling rule for 
adding –s or –es as the 
plural marker for nouns and 
the third person singular 
marker for verbs 
Using the spelling rule for 
adding –s or –es as the 
plural marker for nouns and 
the third person singular 
marker for verbs 
Using –ing, –ed, –er and –
est where no change is 
needed in the spelling of root 
words 
Apply simple spelling rules 
and guidance, as listed in 
English Appendix 1 

Words containing each of the 
40+ phonemes already 
taught 
Common exception words 
The days of the week and 
the letters of the alphabet in 
order 
Using the spelling rule for 
adding –s or –es as the 
plural marker for nouns and 
the third person singular 
marker for verbs 
Using –ing, –ed, –er and –
est where no change is 
needed in the spelling of root 
words 
Apply simple spelling rules 
and guidance, as listed in 
English Appendix 1 
Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words 
using the GPCs and 
common exception words 
taught so far 

Words containing each of the 
40+ phonemes already 
taught 
Using –ing, –ed, –er and –
est where no change is 
needed in the spelling of root 
words 
Apply simple spelling rules 
and guidance, as listed in 
English Appendix 1 
Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words 
using the GPCs and 
common exception words 
taught so far 

Using the prefix un– 
Using –ing, –ed, –er and –
est where no change is 
needed in the spelling of 
root words 
Apply simple spelling rules 
and guidance, as listed in 
English Appendix 1 
 

Words containing each of the 
40+ phonemes already 
taught 
The days of the week and 
the letters of the alphabet in 
order 
Using the spelling rule for 
adding –s or –es as the 
plural marker for nouns and 
the third person singular 
marker for verbs 
Using –ing, –ed, –er and –
est where no change is 
needed in the spelling of root 
words 
Apply simple spelling rules 
and guidance, as listed in 
English Appendix 1 
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Saying out loud what they 
are going to write about 
Composing a sentence orally 
before writing it 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Re-reading what they have 
written to check that it makes 
sense 
Discuss what they have 
written with the teacher or 
other pupils 
Read aloud their writing 
clearly enough to be heard 
by their peers and the 
teacher 

Saying out loud what they 
are going to write about 
Composing a sentence orally 
before writing it 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Re-reading what they have 
written to check that it makes 
sense 
Discuss what they have 
written with the teacher or 
other pupils 
Read aloud their writing 
clearly enough to be heard 
by their peers and the 
teacher 

Saying out loud what they 
are going to write about 
Composing a sentence orally 
before writing it 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Re-reading what they have 
written to check that it makes 
sense 
Discuss what they have 
written with the teacher or 
other pupils 
Read aloud their writing 
clearly enough to be heard 
by their peers and the 
teacher 

Saying out loud what they 
are going to write about 
Composing a sentence orally 
before writing it 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Re-reading what they have 
written to check that it makes 
sense 
Discuss what they have 
written with the teacher or 
other pupils 
Read aloud their writing 
clearly enough to be heard 
by their peers and the 
teacher 

Saying out loud what they 
are going to write about 
Composing a sentence 
orally before writing it 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Re-reading what they have 
written to check that it 
makes sense 
Discuss what they have 
written with the teacher or 
other pupils 
Read aloud their writing 
clearly enough to be heard 
by their peers and the 
teacher 

Saying out loud what they 
are going to write about 
Composing a sentence orally 
before writing it 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Re-reading what they have 
written to check that it makes 
sense 
Discuss what they have 
written with the teacher or 
other pupils 
Read aloud their writing 
clearly enough to be heard 
by their peers and the 
teacher 
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How words can combine to 
make sentences 
Joining words and joining 
clauses using and 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Separation of words with 
spaces 
Introduction to capital letters, 
full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences 
Capital letters for names and 
for the personal pronoun I 
 

Regular plural noun suffixes 
–s or –es, including the 
effects of these suffixes on 
the meaning of the noun 
Suffixes that can be added to 
verbs where no change is 
needed in the spelling of root 
words  
How words can combine to 
make sentences 
Joining words and joining 
clauses using and 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Separation of words with 
spaces 
Introduction to capital letters, 
full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences 
Capital letters for names and 
for the personal pronoun I 

How words can combine to 
make sentences 
Joining words and joining 
clauses using and 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Separation of words with 
spaces 
Introduction to capital letters, 
full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences 
Capital letters for names and 
for the personal pronoun I 

 

Suffixes that can be added to 
to verbs where no change is 
needed in the spelling of root 
words  
How words can combine to 
make sentences 
Joining words and joining 
clauses using and 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Separation of words with 
spaces 
Introduction to capital letters, 
full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences 

 

How the prefix un– 
changes the meaning of 
verbs and adjectives 
How words can combine to 
make sentences 
Joining words and joining 
clauses using and 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Capital letters for names 
and for the personal 
pronoun I 

Regular plural noun suffixes 
–s or –es, including the 
effects of these suffixes on 
the meaning of the noun 
How words can combine to 
make sentences 
Joining words and joining 
clauses using and 
Sequencing sentences to 
form short narratives 
Separation of words with 
spaces 
Introduction to capital letters, 
full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences 
Capital letters for names and 
for the personal pronoun I 
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Step 1: Words ending in ‘ff’, 
‘ll’, ‘ss’, ‘zz’ and ‘ck’  
Step 2: Words with the /k/ 
sound spelled ‘k’ and ‘nk’ 
spelling pattern  
Step 3: Words with the ‘tch’ 
trigraph 
Step 4: Adding ‘-s’ and ‘-es’ 
to make plurals  
Step 5: Adding the suffixes ‘-
ing’ and ‘-ed’ 
Step 6: Adding the prefix ‘un-
‘ and the suffixes ‘-er’ and ‘-
est’  

Step 7: Compound words 
and words with unstressed 
vowels  
Step 8: Words with the 
digraphs ‘ai’ and ‘oi’ Step 9: 
Words with the digraphs ‘ay’ 
and ‘oy’ Step 10: Words with 
the split digraph ‘a_e’ 
Step 11: Words with the split 
digraph ‘e_e’ 
Step 12: Words with the split 
digraph ‘i_e’  

Step 13: Words with the split 
digraph ‘o_e’ 
Step 14: Words with the split 
digraph ‘u_e’ 
Step 15: Words with the 
digraph ‘ar’ 
Step 16: Words with the 
digraph ‘ee’ 
Step 17: Words where the 
digraph ‘ea’ makes an /ee/ 
sound 
Step 18: Words where the 
digraph ‘ea’ makes an /e/ 
sound 

Step 19: Words where the 
digraph ‘er’ is stressed 
Step 20: Words where the 
digraph ‘er’ is unstressed 
Step 21: Words with the 
digraphs ‘ir’ and ‘ur’ 
Step 22: Words where the 
digraph ‘oo’ makes an /oo/ 
sound 
Step 23: Words where the 
digraph ‘oo’ makes an /u/ 
sound 
Step 24: Words where the 
digraphs ‘oa’ and ‘oe’ make 
an /oa/ sound 

Step 25: Words where the 
digraph ‘ou’ makes an /ow/ 
sound 
Step 26: Words where the 
digraph ‘ow’ makes an /ow/ 
or /oa/ sound 
Step 27: Words ending in 
‘y’ /ee/ and ‘ve’ /v/ 
Step 28: Words with the 
digraphs ‘ue’ and ‘ew’ 
Step 29: Words where the 
digraph ‘ie’ makes an /igh/ 
sound 
Step 30 Words where ‘ie’ 
makes an /ee/ sound 

Step 31: Words with the 
trigraph ‘igh’ 
Step 32: Words with the 
digraph ‘or’ and the trigraph 
‘ore’ 
Step 33: Words where the 
digraphs ‘aw’ and ‘au’ make 
an /or/ sound 
Step 34: Words with the 
trigraphs ‘air’ and ‘ear’ 
Step 35: Words where the 
trigraphs ‘ear’ and ‘are’ make 
an /air/ sound 
Step 36: Words with the 
digraphs ‘ph’ and ‘wh’ 
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Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of poems, stories 
and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they 
can read independently 
Being encouraged to link 
what they read or hear read 
to their own experiences 
Discussing word meanings, 
linking new meanings to 
those already known 
Drawing on what they 
already know or on 

Becoming very familiar with 
key stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales, retelling 
them and considering their 
particular characteristics 
Drawing on what they 
already know or on 
background information and 
vocabulary provided by the 
teacher 
Making inferences on the 
basis of what is being said 
and done 

Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of poems, stories 
and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they 
can read independently 
Being encouraged to link 
what they read or hear read 
to their own experiences 
Recognising and joining in 
with predictable phrases 
Discussing word meanings, 
linking new meanings to 
those already known 

Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of poems, stories 
and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they 
can read independently 
Being encouraged to link 
what they read or hear read 
to their own experiences 
Becoming very familiar with 
key stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales, retelling 
them and considering their 
particular characteristics 

Being encouraged to link 
what they read or hear 
read to their own 
experiences 
Discussing word meanings, 
linking new meanings to 
those already known 
Drawing on what they 
already know or on 
background information 
and vocabulary provided 
by the teacher 

Being encouraged to link 
what they read or hear read 
to their own experiences 
Recognising and joining in 
with predictable phrases 
Discussing word meanings, 
linking new meanings to 
those already known 
Discussing the significance 
of the title and events 
Making inferences on the 
basis of what is being said 
and done 



background information and 
vocabulary provided by the 
teacher 
Checking that the text makes 
sense to them as they read 
and correcting inaccurate 
reading 
Discussing the significance 
of the title and events 
Making inferences on the 
basis of what is being said 
and done 
Predicting what might 
happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far 
Participate in discussion 
about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain clearly their 
understanding of what is 
read to them 

Predicting what might 
happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far 
Participate in discussion 
about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain clearly their 
understanding of what is 
read to them 

 

Discussing the significance 
of the title and events 
Making inferences on the 
basis of what is being said 
and done 
Predicting what might 
happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far 
Participate in discussion 
about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain clearly their 
understanding of what is 
read to them 

Discussing word meanings, 
linking new meanings to 
those already known 
Drawing on what they 
already know or on 
background information and 
vocabulary provided by the 
teacher 
Discussing the significance 
of the title and events 
Making inferences on the 
basis of what is being said 
and done 
Predicting what might 
happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far 
Participate in discussion 
about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
 

 

Checking that the text 
makes sense to them as 
they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 
Discussing the significance 
of the title and events 
Making inferences on the 
basis of what is being said 
and done 
Predicting what might 
happen on the basis of 
what has been read so far 
Participate in discussion 
about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to 
what others say 

 

Predicting what might 
happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far 
Participate in discussion 
about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain clearly their 
understanding of what is 
read to them 

 


