
English Curriculum 

 Reception 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Texts linked to provision – 
see EYFS plans 

Texts linked to provision – 
see EYFS plans 

Texts linked to provision – 
see EYFS plans 

Texts linked to provision – 
see EYFS plans 

Texts linked to provision – 
see EYFS plans  

Texts linked to provision – 
see EYFS plans 
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Where The Wild Things 
Are 

By Maurice Sendak 

Look Up! 
By Nathan Bryon and 

Dapo Adeola 

The Magic Paintbrush 
By Julia Donaldson 

The Tiny Seed 
By Eric Carle 

So Much 
By Trish Cooke 

Hairy Maclary from 
Donaldson’s Dairy 
By Lynley Dodd 

 
Main outcome: 

Own version narratives 
Writing Opportunities: 

Labels, captions, oral re-
telling, developing a new 

character 

Main outcome: 
Non-chronological reports 

Writing Opportunities: 
Dialogue, diaries, re-
telling (oral dictation), 
mini- autobiography, 

ship’s log 
 

Main outcome: 
Own version tales 

 Writing Opportunities: 
Thought bubbles, labels, 
oral re-telling, writing in 
role, thank you letters 

Main outcome: 
Advice leaflets  

Writing Opportunities: 
Labels and captions, 

advice, retellings, writing 
in role, narrative, letter 

Main outcome: 
Own narrative poems 
Writing Opportunities: 
Past tense sentences, 

writing in role, 
performance/ narrative 

poetry 

Main outcome: 
Alternative narratives 
Writing Opportunities: 
Character description, 
writing in role, letters, 

leaflets 

Bringing the Rain to 
Kapiti Plain 

By Verna Aardema 
 

Halibut Jackson 
By David Lucas 

 

Super Milly and the 
Super School Day 

By Stephanie Clarkson 

The Extraordinary 
Gardener 

By Sam Boughton 

The Night Pirates 
By Pete Harris and 
Deborah Allwright 

 

Oi Frog! 
By Kes Gray and Jim 

Field 
 

Main outcome: 
Tourist information leaflets 

Writing Opportunities: 
Labels and captions, 

retellings, simple 
explanations 

Main outcome: 
Narrative sequels  

Writing Opportunities: 
Signs and labels, 

captions, invitations, 
thought bubbles, 

advertisements, letters 

Main outcome: 
Alternative character 

version 
Writing Opportunities: 

Letters of encouragement; 
a retelling; song lyrics and 

job applications 
 

Main outcome: 
Narrative inspired by the 

original text 
Writing Opportunities: 

Labels, letters of advice, 
instructions, narratives 

Main outcome: 
‘How to be a pirate’ 

guides 
Writing Opportunities: 
Writing in role, letters, 
labels and captions 

Main outcome: 
Own version rhyming 

narratives 
Writing Opportunities: 

Rhyming flipbooks, 
questions, captions and 

labels 

 

   

https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/astro-girl
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/billy-and-the-beast
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/leo-and-the-octopus
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/dinosaurs-and-all-that-rubbish
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/yeti-and-the-bird
https://literacytree.com/resources/planning/writing/the-magic-bed
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Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when 
being read to and during 
whole class discussions and 
small group interactions 
Make comments about what 
they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding 
Hold conversation when 
engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher 
and peers 
Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, making 
use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate 
Express their ideas and 
feelings about their 
experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their 
teacher 

 Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when 
being read to and during 
whole class discussions and 
small group interactions 
Make comments about what 
they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding 
Hold conversation when 
engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher 
and peers 
Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, making 
use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate 
Express their ideas and 
feelings about their 
experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their 
teacher 

Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when 
being read to and during 
whole class discussions and 
small group interactions 
Make comments about what 
they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding 
Hold conversation when 
engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher 
and peers 
Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, making 
use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate 
Express their ideas and 
feelings about their 
experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their 
teacher 

Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when 
being read to and during 
whole class discussions and 
small group interactions 
Make comments about what 
they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding 
Hold conversation when 
engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher 
and peers 
Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, making 
use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate 
Express their ideas and 
feelings about their 
experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their 
teacher 

Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when 
being read to and during 
whole class discussions and 
small group interactions 
Make comments about what 
they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding 
Hold conversation when 
engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher 
and peers 
Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, making 
use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate 
Express their ideas and 
feelings about their 
experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their 
teacher 

Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when 
being read to and during 
whole class discussions and 
small group interactions 
Make comments about what 
they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding 
Hold conversation when 
engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher 
and peers 
Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, making 
use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate 
Express their ideas and 
feelings about their 
experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their 
teacher 
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Demonstrate understanding 
of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own 
words and recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key events in 
stories 
Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role-play 
Say a sound for each letter 
in the alphabet and at least 
10 digraphs 
Read words consistent with 
their phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending 
Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that 
are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception 
words 
Write recognisable letters, 
most of which are correctly 
formed 
Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with 
a letter or letters 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read 
by others 

Demonstrate understanding 
of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own 
words and recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key events in 
stories 
Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role-play 
Say a sound for each letter 
in the alphabet and at least 
10 digraphs 
Read words consistent with 
their phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending 
Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that 
are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception 
words 
Write recognisable letters, 
most of which are correctly 
formed 
Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with 
a letter or letters 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read 
by others 

Demonstrate understanding 
of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own 
words and recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key events in 
stories 
Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role-play 
Say a sound for each letter 
in the alphabet and at least 
10 digraphs 
Read words consistent with 
their phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending 
Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that 
are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception 
words 
Write recognisable letters, 
most of which are correctly 
formed 
Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with 
a letter or letters 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read 
by others 

Demonstrate understanding 
of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own 
words and recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key events in 
stories 
Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role-play 
Say a sound for each letter 
in the alphabet and at least 
10 digraphs 
Read words consistent with 
their phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending 
Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that 
are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception 
words 
Write recognisable letters, 
most of which are correctly 
formed 
Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with 
a letter or letters 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read 
by others 

Demonstrate understanding 
of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own 
words and recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key events in 
stories 
Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role-play 
Say a sound for each letter 
in the alphabet and at least 
10 digraphs 
Read words consistent with 
their phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending 
Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that 
are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception 
words 
Write recognisable letters, 
most of which are correctly 
formed 
Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with 
a letter or letters 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read 
by others 

Demonstrate understanding 
of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own 
words and recently 
introduced vocabulary 
Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key events in 
stories 
Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role-play 
Say a sound for each letter 
in the alphabet and at least 
10 digraphs 
Read words consistent with 
their phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending 
Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that 
are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception 
words 
Write recognisable letters, 
most of which are correctly 
formed 
Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with 
a letter or letters 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read 
by others 
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Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and 
their roles in society 
Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and 
what has been read in class 
Understand the past through 
settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling 
Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps 
Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural 
communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in 
this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and when 
appropriate – maps 
Explore the natural world 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and 
plants 
Know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around them 
and contrasting 
environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class 
Understand some important 
processes and changes in 
the natural world around 
them, including the seasons 
and changing states of 
matter 

Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and 
their roles in society 
Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and 
what has been read in class 
Understand the past through 
settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling 
Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps 
Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural 
communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in 
this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and when 
appropriate – maps 
Explore the natural world 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and 
plants 
Know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around them 
and contrasting 
environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class 
Understand some important 
processes and changes in 
the natural world around 
them, including the seasons 
and changing states of 
matter 

Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and 
their roles in society 
Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and 
what has been read in class 
Understand the past through 
settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling 
Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps 
Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural 
communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in 
this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and when 
appropriate – maps 
Explore the natural world 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and 
plants 
Know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around them 
and contrasting 
environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class 
Understand some important 
processes and changes in 
the natural world around 

them, including the seasons 
and changing states of 

matter 

Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and 
their roles in society 
Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and 
what has been read in class 
Understand the past through 
settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling 
Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps 
Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural 
communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in 
this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and when 
appropriate – maps 
Explore the natural world 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and 
plants 
Know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around them 
and contrasting 
environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class 
Understand some important 
processes and changes in 
the natural world around 

them, including the seasons 
and changing states of 

matter 

Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and 
their roles in society 
Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and 
what has been read in class 
Understand the past through 
settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling 
Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps 
Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural 
communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in 
this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and when 
appropriate – maps 
Explore the natural world 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and 
plants 
Know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around them 
and contrasting 
environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class 
Understand some important 
processes and changes in 
the natural world around 
them, including the seasons 
and changing states of 
matter 

Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and 
their roles in society 
Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and 
what has been read in class 
Understand the past through 
settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling 
Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps 
Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural 
communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in 
this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and when 
appropriate – maps 
Explore the natural world 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and 
plants 
Know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around them 
and contrasting 
environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class 
Understand some important 
processes and changes in 
the natural world around 
them, including the seasons 
and changing states of 
matter 
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Safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and 
function 
Share their creations, 
explaining the process they 
have used 
Make use of props and 
materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and 
stories 
Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher 
Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs 
Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate try to move in 
time with music 

Safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and 
function 
Share their creations, 
explaining the process they 
have used 
Make use of props and 
materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and 
stories 
Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher 
Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs 
Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate try to move in 
time with music 

Safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and 
function 
Share their creations, 
explaining the process they 
have used 
Make use of props and 
materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and 
stories 
Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher 
Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs 
Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate try to move in 
time with music 

Safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and 
function 
Share their creations, 
explaining the process they 
have used 
Make use of props and 
materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and 
stories 
Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher 
Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs 
Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate try to move in 
time with music 

Safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and 
function 
Share their creations, 
explaining the process they 
have used 
Make use of props and 
materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and 
stories 
Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher 
Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs 
Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate try to move in 
time with music 

Safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and 
function 
Share their creations, 
explaining the process they 
have used 
Make use of props and 
materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and 
stories 
Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher 
Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs 
Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate try to move in 
time with music 

 


